WESTPORT RTM ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT
Proposed Ordinance Re Permitted Hours for Sunday On-Premise Alcoholic Liquor Sales
Second Reading:  June 5, 2012 Representative Town Meeting

THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE

The current Town ordinance provides for the sale of alcoholic liquor beverages in all establishments operating under the liquor permits cited in C.G.S. § 30-91(a) (i.e., restaurants, taverns, brew pubs and similar establishments) on Sundays between the hours of 12:00 Noon and 11:00 p.m.  The proposed ordinance would extend those hours until 1:00 a.m. on the next Monday (a 2 hour increase) at such times during the year when Memorial Day, Labor Day, New Year’s Day and Independence Day are celebrated on a Monday.
THE RECOMMENDATION


At its meeting held on May 23, 2012, those present at the RTM Ordinance Committee voted unanimously that the proposed ordinance should be amended to cover all U.S. Federal holidays that fall on a Monday, rather than only the four listed in the proposed ordinance, and also cover the prior Sunday when July 4 falls on a Tuesday, since employers often close on the preceding Monday when July 4 falls on a Tuesday.  Upon motion duly made and seconded, the Ordinance Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the second sentence of the proposed ordinance be replaced with the following:


“However, when a U.S. Federal holiday falls on a Monday, and when Independence Day falls on a Monday or Tuesday, the sale of alcoholic liquor shall be allowed between the hours of 12:00 noon on the immediately preceding Sunday and 1:00 am that Monday.”

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the committee then voted unanimously that the proposed ordinance is ready for RTM consideration.  
Attending and voting were Eileen Flug, Chair, Don Bergmann, George Underhill and David Floyd.  Absent were Lee Arthurs and Allen Bomes.  Also present were Matthew Mandell (RTM District 1 – presenting) and Gail Kelly.  Members of the public who were in attendance were Harry Brady and Bob O’Mahony, both of Viva Zapata. 
DISCUSSION


The RTM Ordinance Committee reviewed the proposed ordinance using the Ordinance Committee checklist.  The Ordinance Committee concurs with the responses to the checklist.  The Committee notes that the request for extended alcoholic liquor sales hours on Sundays during the year which are immediately followed by an U.S. Federal Holiday was sought by several restaurants in Westport to remain competitive with similar establishments in Fairfield and Norwalk.  
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